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A “VIEW HULLO” OF ROY FOX

AND THE

NCE upon a time there was a whisper-
ing cornetist: and that is not at all an
easy thing to be.

I, who play several things with a maximum
of energy and a minimum of skill, don't
happen to include the cornet among these ;
which 'is one of those monstrously unfair
arrangements that are ascribed in the Sunday

apers to “ the Inscrutable Will of Providence.”
And although to my neighbours this is a source
of extreme thankfulness, it is to me one of
perpetual disappointment.

But it is amazing to me that any sound at
all can be produced by the simple process of
puffing into a few feet of tin tube, twisted into
the shape of onc’s intestines. And as to
whispering with a cornet, well, as
my broker recently remarked: “It
seems idle to --lu_'--_'u].uc further.”
The thing is a mystery to me.

But to meet Roy Fox is to
understand more easily how these
things can be done; for his volce
itself is hardly above a whisper,
Thar, in fact, is what you may
call the kev to his personality ;mud
for eae whose business it is,m @
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| -
HETer

Observing the at play will show that
every Cub seems able to pedorm with equal
dexterity on several instruments. At Christmas,
saxophonist and mammoth *cub,” whom one
might expect to blow a bass tuba,
has instead a dainty fingering for
the flageolet. ;

Hughie Tripp, a muu|'-|'|u1'.1'-»r
too, does what might well be
ht |1'n|'-n-~-.'!~.'|., by gent-
mentalising the bassoon. Roy Fox,
incidentally, scems to be alone in
hiz particular use of this instrument
for waltzes,

Sid Buckman, blows a
trumpet, also blows that which 1
have found more difficult than I shouold
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who

sense, td be noMy, this is pf wnrprising
pentleniess.

]lt 5. a8 ]fr_m, ]'1rn|1‘.4_]~.h kaow, tall. 'ﬂl‘t‘.‘r..
and immmcitite bevond The drefs of
Savile Row ; he has an impersonal charm
and a quict manner : and it | were Auntie
Gapa writing him up for * Mabel's
Monthly,” I would add, because it happens
t0) he true, that he has enormous brown eyes.

Now perhaps you feel that vou know just
what he 15 like.

But any such description rives lirtle
idea of that enthusizsm for his job which
has made himself and the “Cubs™ so
popular during the few vears in which they
have been playing in London. And the
success of his band is a tribute to Fox's
abilities in more one, for
within a c.:~:11p.u-:uix-:5; chore time of is
appearance he was forced by a varicty of
clrcumstances and restrictions to ahandon
his leadership, and was thus faced with the
necessity for collecting and organising a
completely new orchestra.

To anyone, however slightly familiar
with these things, the serious difficulties
of performing such a task at short notice
can well be imagined. For it is only by
a continual association of the players, by
& process of experiment and adjustment, and
by an endless trial of instrumental com-
binatinns that such an orchestra can finally
be perfected ; and yet that, in a sense,
it can never be, for the continuance of these
experiments is always necessary to avoid
the players becoming stylised or stale.

A fact that probably contributes as much

ways than

g drrpthime tey the lveliness off Faw's™ gbs
1s that nrc'n of the Brchesrrumn s-done by

vertain ofithent, instéad ¥ lpy a neh-playing
momoerthi the bamd, whose sol@® reapiin
sibility this would be
course, larpely favoured by other orches-
tras: butinthecaseof the “Cubs™ the opposite
seems to hold good, for their versatlity
forms a part of their playing, mther than
acting as a complement to it.

“ [t ir a mystery fo me.”

: B r'|'|-!:'l|'|1||.1I ul.

think any trumpet could be, namely, the
mouth organ, upon which, after years of
concentrated study, | was eventually able
to “render™ what I took to be the
“ Mastersingers ™' overture, only to dis-
cover later that it was “ The Teddy Bear's
Picnic.” Sid Buckman, by the way, i
what i5 called an * institation™ in the band,
being, as it were, the sole surviving relic of
Fox's II.'IIL:Ir'I.III orchestra.

Vocalism ["..niﬂlu the important part
it does in any dance band, _[.'I.{ k Plant 15 there
to sing. And in common with every
vocalist T ever remember, he also r':..I‘-'-
a guitar ; by which 1 imply no criticism of
his voice, except |:\|,,'!'|:1.|.|.,‘|‘. that It 15 sometimes
only possible to distinguish it from that of
Miss Peggy Dell by the sentiments of his
ditty—and even these are frequently am-
higuous.

But the reason for this mistake 11:.||-.1.]-':‘.
lies with Miss Peggy herself, the huskiest
female baritone in captivity, and one whose
voice 1 would as soon hear as that of any
other crooner of her sex.

So much then for the *Cubs,” or some
of them, in person.

Few bands have retained popularity for
s0 long, and fewer still, 1 think, can be said
to have carned favour in four of the ]k'JI-I-JE'I:._:
West End restaurants. But, unlike many
of his kind, who have come from Ametica
deservedly unheralded, Roy Fox came to
Landon |II-1'|H:'|'| Ellll.]'l."\xl.\lul.l with a ready-
made reputation which he at once justified
over here.
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